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for abuse.' JOHNSON. ' Nay, Sir, they had more law long ago than they have now. As to precedents, to be sure they will increase in course of time; but the more precedents there are, the less occasion is there for law; that is to say, the less occasion is there for investigating principles.' SIR A. ' I have been correcting several Scotch accentsl in my friend Boswell. I doubt, Sir, if any Scotchman ever attains to a perfect English pronunciation.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, few of them do, because they do not persevere after acquiring a certain degree of it. But, Sir, there can be no doubt that they may attain to a perfect English pronunciation, if they will. We find how near they come to it; and certainly, a man who conquers nineteen parts of the Scottish accent, may conquer the twentieth. But, Sir, when a man has got the better of nine tenths he grows weary, he relaxes his diligence, he finds he has corrected his accent so far as not to be disagreeable, and he no longer desires his friends to tell him when he is wrong; nor does he choose to be told. Sir, when people watch me narrowly, and I do not watch myself, they will find me out to be of a particular countya. In the same manner, Dunning3 may be found out to be a Devonshire man. So most Scotchmen may be found out. But, Sir, little aberrations are of no disadvantage. I never catched Mallet in a Scotch accent"; and yet Mallet, I suppose, was past five-and-twenty before he came to London.'
Upon another occasion I talked to him on this subject,
1  See ante, i. 447.
2  Set post, March 23,1776.
3  Afterwards Lord Ashburton.   Described by Johnson  {post, July 22, 1777), as ' Mr. Dunning, the great lawyer.'
4  'Having cleared his tongue from his native pronunciation, so as to be no longer distinguished as a Scot, he seems inclined to disencumber himself from all adherences of his original, and took upon him to change his name from Scotch Malloch to English Mallet, without any imaginable reason of preference which the eye or ear can discover.    What other proofs he gave of disrespect to  his native country I know not, but it was remarked of him that he was the only Scot whom Scotchmen did not commend.'   'Johnson's   Works, viii, 464.   See ante, \, 311, and post, April 28,1783.
havingve the marriage except a person who Deen present at it, there could be no prosecution, because noisily ;nt could be compelled to be a witness." This put an end to thr er.' Twiss's Eldon, i. 234. Jee post, May 9, 1773, and May 13,1778.
